Meeting Summary
During its Bremen Scientific Assembly, COSPAR through its Commission A organized on July 21 2010 a session entitled “How can GEO and COSPAR scientific community work together?” The session included a roundtable aimed at discussing how scientists and GEO are currently working together, using specific examples, and how space agencies or data providers do contribute to GEO.
The round table participants were: Prof. José Achache (GEO Secretariat Director), Prof. Roger-Maurice Bonnet (President of COSPAR), Prof. Berrien Moore (University of Oklahoma), Dr. Diane E. Wickland (NASA Headquarters), Dr. Einar-Arne Herland (Head of the ESA EO Science Strategy Office, member of GEO STC) Dr. Takashi Moriyama (JAXA), Dr. Stuart Minchin (CSIRO, co-chair of GEO STC). Each participant presented his/her own vision of future actions to improve, as necessary, the relationship between scientists and GEO. Dr. Nadine Gobron (Chair of COSPAR Commission A) and Dr. Gilles Ollier (European Commission DG Research) were moderators.
Opening the roundtable, José Achache presented the current status of GEOSS implementation and the core activities. Examples of global data sets and information systems or services being developed through GEOSS for epidemiology, water management, and biodiversity, for seismic risk assessment, carbon observation and analysis and for monitoring deforestation were presented. In each case, the current and potential contributions of the scientific community to these projects were highlighted.
Roger-Maurice Bonnet started the roundtable discussion by presenting the views and actions of COSPAR within GEO. He stressed the needs for incorporation and promotion of education as a critical instrument with respect to science and technology issues. The role of scientists in GEO was discussed. Berrien Moore highlighted various issues including the essential role of GEO for informing policy-makers, especially on how Earth observation is essential for climate issues. International effort is needed uising the last 20 years of satellite data associated with current models. More robust data streams are needed to get a better performance from models. Diane Wickland described the United States’ involvement in GEO and summarized NASA’s support to the initiative. Her main message was also in favour of international programmes of satellite constellations together with a strong validation/calibration initiative. Stuart Minchin summarized different tasks of the STC. Einar-Arne Herland recalled the way space agencies organized themselves in GEO through CEOS, and recalled that ESA is essentially a data provider to the science community. He presented the ESA climate change initiative – aimed at providing Essential Climate Variables using data record from European and other missions. He suggested that ‘What can we do for GEO?’ should be reformulated as ‘What should we do as GEO?’ He noted that scientists are frequently confused by many similar initiatives, and asked for better actions to give more visibility for GEOSS.

Takashi Moriyama, member of GEO Carbon task, expressed his appreciation to GEO. He particularly lauded the collaboration within the Carbon Community of Practice and the production of a GEO carbon strategy, with an important contribution from space agencies. He recalled various obstacles to achieving the societal benefits of GEO and insisted on a need for the science community to develop algorithms for added-value products and services.
After a general discussion with the audience, the creation of a specific COSPAR working group was announced with a view to strengthen the role of COSPAR in GEO. In conclusion of the session, space agency representatives emphasized the importance of GEO for international scientific cooperation and collaboration.
